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Marlon Lopez, a Soppexcca technician, says: 
In the communities, boys used to leave school at 12 to work on the coffee plantations but, because of 
Fairtrade and a change in the law, they usually go and work on the coffee plantations at 16, but still leave 
school at 12 or 13. It really depends if the school is close to their house. Around 12 to 13, girls and boys start 
looking around to get married, and the average number of children is five or six.

Discussion  Does anything surprise you about what you have read? Do you think your life is easier, or 
harder, than Johaira’s? Why do you think that?

Johaira says that she is worried about the impact of climate change on her baby’s future. It may not seem 
that we can do anything about the climate in Nicaragua, but is that right? What changes can we make to 
our own routine that might make a difference?

Activity
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