
Minutes of the Meeting of the Mission Council at the High Leigh 
Conference Centre

22 - 24 November 2013

Friday, November 22nd 2013
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Minutes
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13/27
Mission Council Advisory Group (MCAG)
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that the General Secretary reply to the elders of the Plymstock Church 
in a form which would:

note the concern of the local church;

indicate that Mission Council did not consider it appropriate to record 
their concern in the minutes;

suggest that it was open to them to raise their concern through the 
councils of the Church, and specifically through the Synod;

assure them that the Human Sexuality Task Group (HSTG) would be 
informed of their letter; and 

that the HSTG would be asked to think further about where any 
individuals or councils who were unhappy about a matter such as this 
should go for guidance in the context of the 2007 Commitment.

This proposal was accepted by consensus.
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13/28
Statement from the Pastoral Reference and Welfare Committee (PRWC)
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13/35
Safer Sacred Space – Mandatory Learning
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Mission Council agrees in principle that the United Reformed Church 
approved Safer Sacred Space training should be mandatory in terms of 
the decision of General Assembly 2012 (Book of Reports p. 250).  
Mission Council asks the Education & Learning Committee to bring 
before Mission Council at its next meeting a full resource-impact 
assessment and implementation schedule with a view to beginning to 
offer training in the last part of 2014.
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The resolution was passed by consensus.

13/36
MIND Advisory Group – Suggested changes to the Structure
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Mission Council agrees to make the following changes to the Structure:
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Commission following a Hearing under the Disciplinary Process 
contained in Section O of the Manual or a Review Commission or an 
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Paragraph (B) below)@���
��
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to in Paragraph 7.4 below)@

The Resolution was passed by majority vote, achieving the necessary 
two-thirds majority required for a change to the Structure.
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In accordance with para 3.1.c of the URC Structure, Mission Council 
agrees that this matter be referred to the synods asking them to report 
their response to the General Secretary by March 31st 2014.

The resolution was passed by majority vote.

13/37(1)
Synod reports on vision2020 implementation
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c.   Conversation should focus in the first instance on the particular 
questions of theologies of ministry, including appointment/call, and the 
ecclesiological foundations for connexionalism, congregationalism and 
conciliarity;

d.  Other topics may be explored as time permits.

The resolution was passed by consensus.
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2) Mission Council agrees that the group should report regularly to 
the two Faith & Order Committees and the Methodist/URC Liaison 
Group. 

3) Mission Council agrees that it will be for the Strategic Oversight 
Group on the advice of the Methodist/URC Liaison Group to determine 
whether it is appropriate to take discussions to Methodist Council 
and/or Mission Council.

Both resolutions were passed by consensus.

13/39
National Synod of Wales – United Reformed Church response to the 
Commission of Covenanted Churches (The Gathering)
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The revised resolution was passed by consensus.
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13/40
Nominations Committee - Supplementary Report
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13/42
En bloc papers containing resolutions
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13/42(1)
Paper E2 - Equal Opportunities Committee Change of Name

Mission Council agrees to change the name of the Equal Opportunities 
Committee to the Equalities Committee.

13/42(2)
Paper G3 - Finance and Ministries Committees – Plan for Partnership 
amendments

Mission Council agrees the amendments to the Plan for Partnership in 
Ministerial Remuneration set out in Paper G3.

13/42(4)
Paper J2 - Nominations Committee

Mission Council appoints the Rev Dr John Bradbury as Director of 
Studies in Theology and Church History at Westminster College for a 
further seven years from 1st September 2014.

13/42(5)
Paper M1 – Membership of Mission Council - Pastoral Reference and 
Welfare Committee Convener

Mission Council agrees to present the following resolution to the 
General Assembly: General Assembly resolves that the Convener of the 
Pastoral Reference and Welfare Committee shall be a member of 
Mission Council.

13/42(6)
Paper M3 -  Minor amendment to the Structure

Mission Council agrees that in Paragraph 2.(3)(d) of the Structure the 
words “(currently four)” be deleted.

13/42(7)
Paper M6 – The Church's Engagement with 20-40 year olds

1. Mission Council agrees to form a task group of six people with the 
insight and expertise to give leadership on the issue of the integration 
of 20 to 40 year olds into the life of the United Reformed Church.

2. Mission Council asks the Nominations Committee to identify the 
appropriate people to serve.



3. Mission Council asks the Mission Council Advisory Group to 
approve the terms of reference for this task group, including a date for 
completion of the work, and to report to the next meeting of Mission 
Council.

13/42(8)
Paper R - Terms of Reference for Safeguarding Advisory Group

Mission Council confirms the appointment of a Safeguarding Advisory 
Group, to meet at least three times per year. Its membership would 
include the Safeguarding Officer, the Secretary for Children’s and Youth 
Work, the Secretary for Ministries, the appropriate Deputy General 
Secretary, and up to three co-opted members with relevant experience.

The Group’s responsibilities will be as follows:

1. to oversee the development of policy and the implementation of 
Good Practice across the Church in the safeguarding of children, young 
people, and adults in need of protection, making recommendations to 
Mission Council as appropriate;

2. to ensure that Good Practice documents are published, circulated 
and updated as appropriate;

3. to develop systems for monitoring local church and synod 
compliance with Good Practice, and to devise strategies for addressing 
identified weaknesses;

4. to foster collaboration with ecumenical partners across the full 
range of safeguarding issues, including engagement in the 
development of public policy;

5. specifically to work closely with the Baptist Union in the 
development of policy, the delivery of safeguarding education, and the 
support of synod/regional safeguarding officers;

6. to oversee the service which the United Reformed Church receives 
from the Churches Agency for Safeguarding and other relevant 
agencies.

13/42(9)
Paper T1 - Ministerial Incapacity and Discipline Advisory Group (MIND) – 
Changes to the Disciplinary Process

Mission Council agrees to make the following changes to the 
Disciplinary Process:

A.3
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“Accordingly, where under the provisions of this Disciplinary Process, 
any notice specifies a time limit for a certain action to be taken by the 
recipient and that action is not carried out within the time specified in 
the notice to the satisfaction of the person or body sending the notice, 



that person or body shall have a discretion to allow a reasonable 
further period for such compliance, except as regards the strict time 
limit imposed on the right of appeal under Paragraphs AA.8.1, E.5.3.1 
and G.1 and upon the steps to be taken by the Synod Moderator under 
Paragraphs AA.10.2.4 and AA.10.2.5.  In other cases, if the person or 
body sending the notice considers that sufficient time has been allowed 
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?Should the General Assembly Representative make the enquiry 
specified in Paragraph B.1.1.1, the officers of the General Assembly 
shall appoint a Synod Moderator or other member of Mission Council to 
be the third member of the Consultation Group along with the General 
Assembly Representative and the Convener of the PRWC.@ 
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���������?the General Assembly Representative@�

L.11.2
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���������?in the Decision Record@�

#���
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���������?the General Assembly Representative@�

13/42(11)
Paper W2 - Methodist/URC Strategic Oversight Group - Terms of 
Reference for the Methodist-United Reformed Church Liaison Group

Mission Council approves the Terms of Reference for the Methodist-
United Reformed Church Liaison Group contained in paper W2.

13/42(12)
Paper W3 - Methodist/URC Strategic Oversight Group – The future of the 
Joint Property Strategy Group

Mission Council asks the Nominations Committee to identify two people 
to join the Revd Lucy Brierley as the United Reformed Church members 
of the Joint Property Strategy Group, and grants authority to the 
Assembly officers to confirm their appointment. 

The en bloc resolutions were passed by majority vote.
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Synod reports on vision2020 implementation
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The Officers of General Assembly
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13/43
Equalities Committee - Inclusive and Expansive Language
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13/44
Finance Committee – update
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13/45
Finance Committee – Budget 2014 and Beyond
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Mission Council notes with gratitude the continuing Pensions support 
from the synods and requests synods to continue this support in 2014 
at a reduced level which will yield a total contribution of £300k.

The resolution was passed by majority vote.
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Mission Council adopts the budget for 2014 set out in Paper G2.

The resolution was passed by majority vote.
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United Reformed Church Trust – Location of Church Offices
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13/47(1)
Medium Term Strategy Group  - Even Better Synods
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Mission Council, conscious of the issue raised by the Law and Polity 
Advisory Group regarding the location of decision-making in the church 
and the forthcoming referendum regarding Scottish Independence, 
resolves to establish a task group to consider what it means today for 
the National Synods of Scotland and Wales to “speak and act in the 
name of the United Reformed Church.”  (Proposals for Union Part 5.1) 
The task group will bear in mind particularly the terms of the Proposals 
for Union in 1998, the different legislative framework of those countries 
and the Basis of Union. 

Mission Council authorises the Officers of General Assembly to appoint 
the task group on suggestions from the Nominations Committee. The 
membership should include two people from each of the National 
Synods, two to represent the synods in England and two from the Law 
and Polity Advisory Group. The task group should be advised by the 
Clerk and consult some from both the partners in the Joint Negotiating 
Committee which drafted the 1998 Proposals for Union. It should aim to 
report in the spring of 2015 to the two National Synods and to Mission 
Council. 
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3. helping Assembly to consider the current situation where legal 
registration of marriage and its Christian celebration are combined and 
to discuss their possible separation.

The resolution was passed by consensus.
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Medium Term Strategy Group

���������#���� ��������%�� �	������
�	
�!��������!����	�%�!�� �
���
����������	�+������������
�������� ���� �&
�	
����1������������
��������
���
���	��!��	�������� 		����������1������	�����������������	�������
���
�����������
���������
���������
����!��
���
�����
���.
���&�������������
&�	����������������
�����������������	
������#�����%�� �	�%���������
�	
�
�
��������
�������������
��	�������
�
	��!	���������
���������������������
��
��!���
��� 	

���
��
������������&�	�����	�%�1�������
��������
�	
�
����������
������ �����������
��
�	
����

3����	�!��!�
���1�����#�����%�� ����������
���!��������������
��"

Mission Council asks the Resource Sharing Task Group to propose an 
inter-synod resource sharing mechanism:
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Thanks and Farewells
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APPENDIX 

Mission Council November 2013 

Report from the Pastoral Reference and Welfare Committee 
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