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h7ITH THE WHOLE #HRISTIAN #HURCH GOT IT RIGHT ABOVE ALL DHHERS BY 'OD WHO IS THE S
THE S5NITED 2EFORMED #HURCH BELIEAEERENART OF THE WHOLKABERTMH *ESUS WHO WAS 'O

ONE 'OD
&ATHER 3ON AND (OLY 3PIRIT

4HE LIVING 'OD THE ONLY '
EVER TO BE PRAISED

4HE LIFE OF FAITH TO WHICH WE
IS THE 3PIRIT S GIFT
CONTINUALLY RECEIVED
THROUGH THE 7ORD THE 3ACRAM
AND OUR #HRISTIAN LIFE TOGETH

7E ACKNOWLEDGE THE GIFT
AND ANSWER THE CALL
GIVING THANKS FOR THE M

n WE ARE NOT THE WHOLETAHGRCHUS ALL THAT 'OD IS
OURSELVES 3AYING THATTHAEOHWEPMAKNEDS PROMISE OF
US DIFFERENT FROM SOMESOPTRHERRENT AND ACTIVE IN T
D #HRISTIAN CHURCHES IN THE DAYS TO COME n IN T
WE BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE E
7E ALSO SAY THAT WE BEENEVEGUMNHER THE REALITY OF
RE#HRUSHDAN FAITH AS IT ISTPROE LR IMEDE 4HE 4RINITY
BY THE WHOLE #HURCH /GBFCBXREBESSING WHAT #HRIS
THERE ARE DIFFERENCESTOIE OERVMOIEART OF THE TR
NTABOUT SOME THINGS BETMAEANOVING PERSONAL REL,
R DIFFERENT CHURCHES ARERBEHONEDR &ATHER 30N Al
DIFFERENT #HRISTIANS OBUTHH PERFECT LOVE OF 'O
REMAINS TRUE TO SAY THIAOWRRARBEVER OO AND WHICH
OUR DIFFERENCES FROM BEOBELOHHERHAT THE 4RINIT
NS#BRISRPANSSVON SOME SEGOGIRDARANS HAVE BEEN GIVE
MATTERS WE BELIEVE ANMYBREGRYADM 'OD S PRESENC
IN THE SNITED 2EFORMEDF®HRUBRE HIND THIS
THE #HRISTIAN FAITH THWHEAHARE WITH THE

ANY PEOPLE IN CONTEMPORARNT"RYEAINOSTLES WHOLE #HURCH
= HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THE S5NpREOR:LAIMED 7E
2EFORMED #HURCH IS OR WHAGH¥EHAVE TO IND 4HE SECOND PART
STAND FOR /UR TITLE IS OFTENNMAG WRELTOANDAY ING OF THE 3TATEMENT
MISUNDERSTOOD AND NO DOUBTTTIRERERARBMES BUT DESCRIBES THE
MANY WHO ASSUME WE ARE SOMRBK|NBR/ Okv@MPORTANT IMPORTANT THINGS ABOUT O
n THE SNIICATION #HURCH "UT I¥Fd 3y BEOGHABMFETOTAND #HRISTIAN PEOPLE 7E BELIE

EXPLAIN WHO WE ARE 4HIS IS WHRTEAHHBULTEMENRNUITY WITH THD WHIGLEIBEE WBRCHHE (OLY 3F
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h4HE HIGHEST AUTHORITY FOR WHBAT MANYEHOMES AANDOCCHURCHEOGM LOOKING BACK OVER H
IS 'OD S 70RD IN THE "IBLE AMAZINGLY QUICKLY "IBEBEOPOEAHMVE NOT ALWAYS R
ALIVE FOR HIS PEOPLE TODAY BOOKS AND COMMENTARIBESDVENRHGHT WE SEE WITH ¢
THROUGH THE HELP OF THE (OLY BPIMIGHLY VALUED AMONGSTHHERGHEDREMRISTIANS IN 30

COMMUNITIES FROM WHICIHWE HHA&/VEIBLE TAUGHT THE

7E RESPOND TO THIS 70RD COME ALTHOUGH THEY RENATNEMARTHEID WAS 'OD S
WHOSE SERVANTS WE ARE CONTROVERSIAL IN SOMEAGGUMNERTHAT WE

WITH ALL 'OD S PEOPLE AND IN SOME TIME PERIODANBRAD WITHOUT
THROUGH THE YEARS v QUITE A WHILE HAVING TO WORK AND

PRAY AS WE DO SO

7ITH THIS EMPHASIS ON READWNGTRUST THAT |T
AND SEEKING TO UNDERSMTARBAMHEG THE "IBLE

E "IBLE IS VERY IMPORTANT "BEBIREEFGRY THE STRONG PRINCIANEATRHRAYEHRE WLHSGHEISTAND

4IND OF #HRISTIAN CHURCH AUTH®WRRTOWRNOR OUR BELIEVING MANDELISHEN GHIST@VOLDL HELP U

ARTICULAR CHURCH TRADITIONSDWERIEHEHARPIEED .OTICE THATSHDPE L3O BEEVEWET AND DO 7E
OUT OF A TIME WHEN THERE WASDOERRNOTTREANPWAISAY THAT @QTHEHABLETHER HEHRISTIANS HA
INTEREST IN THE "IBLE 4HROUGAHUATAHROMEBTOYABULED@HED S 7ORD INATSHRWELBLE/E "EOUED LISTEN
2EFORMATION WHICH STRETCHED EXS/AERI BAEDOING*PHEHRIOSDOSPEL ASQFTOER/ ORMN EXPERIENCE AN
FROM THE END OF THE IFTEENTH CENF UIRBYTH®E BHWIPREME AUTHORITMINEIBELARNDEPUZZLING SUC
END OF THE SEVENTEENTH SOMETHARIBEANSBAGANINTERPRETINBORBEINIBHE "'SBNNE@TIS THE IR!
AGAIN TO STUDY THE "IBLE TEXTS IN THEIR ORIGINAL FOR US AND WE WOULD TURN
LANGUAGES 'REEK AND (EBREW AND TO MAKE NEW
DISCOVERIES ABOUT THEM 3O0OME ALSO ARGUED AT A
TIME WHEN LITERACY WAS EXPANDING THAT EVERYONE
SHOULD BE ABLE TO READ THE "IBLE IS HIS OR HER
OWN LANGUAGE AND SO TRANSLATIONS BEGAN TO BE
MADE 3OME FEARED THAT @QIGNORANT PEOPLE READING
THE "IBLE WOULD LEAD TO NO GOOD AND WANTED TO
PROTECT THE "IBLE FROM BEING MISINTERPRETED BUT
OUR PARTICULAR FOREBEARS WERE IRMLY ON THE SIDE
OF OPENING IT UP TO EVERYONE !T THE SAME TIME
THEY WANTED MINISTERS TO BE WECIE EDARIAYEDTRAIGHTFORWARD THAT 'OD SPEAKS TO
THE THINGS OF 'OD SO THAT THEY COULD HELP PEOPLE
UNDERSTAND THE "IBLE %VEN AT THE BEGINNING OF
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PRINTING PRESS PRINTED
"IBLES IN LOCAL LANGUAGES BECAME AVAILABLE IN
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ECTION WHERE WE TALK OFO IBE BEK BEGHWAYS OF LIVING |
WWEING @BOTH #ATHOLIC ANDEREE®S®MEDRM THE RIGHTS OF
7E HAVE ALREADY SEEN IN EARIONBRCIENSEONND THE RIGHT O
THAT THE 5NITED 2EFORMED BHIHANGAS-FECTHEBEDIENCE TO 'O
WHOLE CATHOLIC #HURCH A4HECCPRHEBOLICF THE STATE "OTH T

#HURCH IS ALL THOSE IN HEAVER MXNDI EONNC E A/NTIM _E R O M

WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED BY THEH(® ISY BPER IAR

BE #HRIST S FRIENDS AND FOLL®OWHRE SGCGSEEL
CCGNGREGATIONS TO WHICH WE ALL BELONG 4

THE WHOLE #HURCH IN MICROCAOHE VIALENNG

WE ARE RECEIVED INTO MEMBERREHHEP M T HNNT

CONGREGATION WE ARE RECEIVEBFEEREWNEMBEKS WE

OF TTHE UNIVERSAL #HURCH IN BDA¥EOIFE AIKBNEODCPAHROUGH SOME"
EXPRESSIONS 4HE @QREFORMEDE RPABD SHMOMWIRAON T BE DECEIVE
TITLE REFERS TO OUR PARTICWMIER RO AEWAYTHEIVED UP TO (
PERIOD CALLED THE 2ZEFORMATRAGN AANDMESPEGBEALMPORTANCE |
QUR LINKS WITH THE COMMUNITIE® WHERSLOKRE LIVED IT TO THE
*OHN #ALVIN S CHURCH IN "ENEMAE CARBULENT YEARS OF THE
Mo CALEFEREMSEL VESC2ERFORMEDR O)FESAWORTGIS T THE 2EFORMEI
REMEMBERING THAT WE COME ABOMTTHOBPELLING EVERYONE
WHO NEVER WANTED TO SET UNIEWBEPARERE ARE 2EFORMED C
@2EFORMED CHURCH BUT WH@ WIANSERHIOATIONSHIP WITH Tt
REFORM THE WHOLE CATHOLICG-REHLDROWH OFOUOONSCIENCE HAS
MIGHT SAY THAT THE 2ZEFORMER®DID0QUOALLY THERE ARE THO
WANT TO BE ANYTHING BUT GOQADTAGAUKGILWE MAKE MUCH NOIS
#HRISTIANS /F COURSE WE ALSNE BRAMEME FHRTST IT PROVES
REFORMATION IS A CONTINUAL FPPRRRCSOEATE AND TTAHATAND UP ANEL
WE DO NOT REACH A POINT OF BEING @REFORMED

OBERHAPS THOSE WHO CALL US7EHNEENDITTEEDBE CAREFUL NOT T
ZEFORM #HURCH MAKE A GOODHIOGTOR YTHRBEBGEROSPECT (OWI

9U MAY HAVE NOTICED THE WARYS INOTBARANGE THE WAY WE

THEIR MISTAKE 'OD S 3PIRITAWEOHWNAVEUANQWN WHAT IT ME,
REACHING OUT TO CHANGE US AWNDHBEO REAGR 0% %LIZABETH :
MORE LIKE #HRIST NUMBER AMONG OUR PREDECES

FOR BELIEVING THAT IT WAS NO
"ECAUSE OF OUR PARTICULAR MBERRTCANOR PARLIAMENT TO T
THROUGH OUR HISTORY THE 5RRAD ARORMDORMBDORSHIP OR HO
#HURCH HAS THINGS TO SAY ABOUT PREEMOME #HURCH OF %N
7E SAY BOLDLY THAT WE ARE REHBY COLITBRBEISSENTERS SOM
UP THE FREEDOM TO STATE TH@WEITWEIRENNMBMARLY WIPED OUT
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FURTHER SEPARATIONS AMHONGTTIEBEBRINGING TO HIS ;
CHURCHES AND THERE HAWVWEOBFERN IN MANY LOCAL UN

MORE SINCE

AND THESEARIE/ITSHOROSUGHLY COMMITTE

HAVE BEEN A GREAT SADNHHER GEHRISTIAN TRADITION
MANY OVER THE CENTURIEBE AHWAYS PRESENT AND A
SNITED 2EFORMED #HURCAIND NATIONAL ECUMENICAL
BELIEVES THAT THE #HURCGIMIBIODNED TO INDING WAYS
AND THAT THE UNITY WHICH/IDBS WHICH CUT

GIVES US SHOULD BE REAMCRMNOEBS EVEN SINGLE
EVIDENT AMONG US THERPERORINATIONS

ALL TO SEE 4HE FRAGMENRAOOCGWL CHURCHES

AND DISUNITY OF THE #HURKH THE SO CALLED

A TERRIBLE CONTRADICTEOWARNGEINIHEAL LIBERAL
'OSPEL OF 'OD S RECONCDUMGE 4HIS STRONG

LOVE 7E BELIEVE THAT ICABMODMENT TO UNITY SEEN
PURPOSE THAT THE #HUREHRSKINGLEN US NOW WHEN |
BE IN VISIBLE UNITY ANDSQOMBTHHRGEG OF A LOW EBB A

IVERSE COMMUNITY AND THERE YANVRLEEEREATION
EBATES ARGUMENTS AND DINNEPoA & SRYMEONIOUS

THE BEGINNING 90U ONLY HAVEAND FEQAHRT R NSy

AESTAMENT TO SEE THAT THERE RE®ER wadla BoLDEN
AGE WHEN PERFECT PEACE REIGNED AMEN@ SANDBE D

@E #HURCH HAS ALWAYS BEENOD MRy S TO BRING

BETWEEN #HRISTIANS (OWEVERPAEREHRVER BFEENE IS

SOME MAJOR DIVISIONS IN THE #AbRe HMPPRFANAVEND

THE S )T MAY BE THAT WE
VOCATION IN THIS THOUGH
TO WORK OUT HOW TO LIVE |
2EFORMED #HURCH PRAYER
CHURCH IS VERY MUCH AT Tt
MEANS FOR US TO BE THE CF
WHICH IS INDING IT HARD TO
WITH SO MUCH @QDIFFERENCI

CAUSED GREAT PAIN AND DAMAGBSIGNIICANT 7E CAN CELEBRATE OGMMIMNTED TO BUILDING UN

NOT ONLY TO THE WITNESS AND THEN IN AND
OF THE #HURCH BUT

TO ITS VERY LIFE .EAR
THE END OF THE IRST
MILLENNIUM THE #HURCH
SEPARATED INTO %AST
AND 7EST NOT QUITE

THO S E IFAONR MCEARLTY MISSITON
SEPARATED HAVE COME INTO UNION 4HE S5NITED
2EFORMED #HURCH HAS AS PART OF ITS VERY
REASON FOR BEING A GIVING OF ITSELF IN PRAYER
AND WORK FOR THE VISIBLE UNITY OF THE #HURCH
7E RECOGNISE THAT THE UNITY OF THE #HURCH

MAY NOT COME ABOUT IN THE WAY WE IRST

BUT ALMOST EQUIVALENT TO THENYSREEPs WHROUGH NATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL
WOULD NOW DESCRIBE AS /RTHONOXOANDBHMYR REMAIN COMMITTED TO SEEKING
#ATHOLIC 4HE 2EFORMATION PEWAJS TEDPFESFPEN AND EXPRESS THE UNITY WHICH
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