Prayers at times of ordination
and induction

Prayer for Elders and their
pastoral care responsibilities

Loving, strengthening God,

through your church you call people

into positions of leadership

and to care for you people.

Such a task loving God

FDQ EH ¢OOHG ZLWK MR\ RQH PRPHQW
and frustration the next.

So today we pray for those

you have called to be Elders in this church

thinking especially of the task of pastoral care

of your people here.

Give to those you have called the strength and the wisdom
to care for your people.

Lord, it is not always doing it themselves,

but about being part of a team

sharing with the whole congregation

making sure that this your church,

cares for its people

physically, mentally and spiritually,

ensuring that it is not only the few who are cared for but all.
Loving God, may those you have called,

¢QG WKHLU IDLWK DQG WUXVW LQ \RX
strengthened and their vision

of your Kingdom enlarged.

All Amen.
'‘DYLG &RRWH
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Hymn: O Shepherd-God

O Shepherd-God, your people knew your presence on their way —

LWV VLIJQ D ¢UH WR JXDUG E\ QLJKW D FORXG WR JXLGH |
their goal, a distant promised land, a home where they’d belong,

D SODFH RI SHDFH RI KRSHV IXO;(0O0HG WKHLU VRQJ \RXU

In later years your people learned to trust a shepherd-king;

to value in their prophets, too, the wisdom shepherds bring;

and Jesus, the good shepherd, called on burdened souls to come;
he sought the wayward, healed the sick, and led his followers home.

So many in our world today have nowhere they belong,

like sheep without a shepherd, lost, like singers with no song;

WKHLU PLQGY DQG VSLULWYV VRUHO\ ODFN D KRSH WKDW V
that wholesome Bread, the Word of Life, the peace true faith supplies.

Lord Christ, we're called to feed your lambs, restore the sheep that stray,

to learn the wisdom shepherds need for this, your work today;

\RXU FURVV WKH VLJQ RI VHOAHVV ORYH ZLOO OLJKW WK
we’'ll serve with joy the God who raised our Shepherd from the dead.

Tune: Ladywell

OHWUH '
Basil Bridge
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