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The Gaza Crisis 
Mission Committee 
 
Basic information  
Contact name and  
email address 

Sarah Lane Cawte, Convenor of Mission Committee 
slanecawte@gmail.com  
Philip Brooks 
philip.brooks@urc.org.uk 

Action required Decision. 
Draft resolution(s) Resolution 37 

1. General Assembly denounces the illegal and deadly 
Hamas attacks on Israeli citizens which took place on 
7 October 2023, including the holding of hostages, in 
contravention of international humanitarian law. 

 
Resolution 38 

2. General Assembly denounces the deadly attacks on 
Palestinian civilians in Gaza by the Israeli Defence 
Force, and its devastating destruction of civilian 
infrastructure along with essential services, in 
contravention of international humanitarian law.  

 
Resolution 39 

3. General Assembly calls for an immediate, permanent 
ceasefire between Hamas and the Israeli Defence 
Force, and for the immediate de-escalation of 
hostilities regionally. 

 
Resolution 40 

4. General Assembly calls on the UK Government both 
to cease arms sales to Israel, and to monitor existing 
embargoes on arms sales to nations that might be 
supporting Hamas militarily, in fulfilment of the UK’s 
obligations under the international Arms Trade Treaty.  

 
Resolution 41 

5. General Assembly denounces all acts of antisemitism 
in the UK, expresses deep concern over its 
unacceptable rise in our communities, 



 
 

Paper I3 

 
The United Reformed Church – General Assembly, July 2024 

 

unacceptable rise in our communities, and wishes to 
extend a hand of solidarity to our highly valued 
Muslim neighbours. 
 

Resolution 43 
7. 
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Previous relevant 
documents 

Resolution 37 General Assembly Record 2016 
Paper I2 General Assembly 2021. 

Consultation has  
taken place with... 

Representatives of Children and Youth, Education and 
Learning, URC Resource Centres for Learning, URC Interfaith 
Enabling Group, Commitment for Life, URC North Western 
Synod, Churches Charities and Local Authorities (CCLA) 
Investment Management, The Ecumenical Accompaniment 
Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI), The Methodist 
Church of Great Britain, The Church of Scotland, Churches 
Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI), ecumenical partners in 
Palestine, URC General Secretariat, URC Sabeel-Kairos, the 
Council for Christians and Jews (CCJ)

https://ctbi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Torn-In-Two-Responding-to-Conflict-in-IsraelPalestine-FINAL.pdf
https://ctbi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Torn-In-Two-Responding-to-Conflict-in-IsraelPalestine-FINAL.pdf
https://balfourproject.org/film-of-britain-in-palestine-1917-1948/
https://balfourproject.org/film-of-britain-in-palestine-1917-1948/
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https://ctbi.org.uk/torn-in-two-responding-to-israel-palestine-conflict/
https://www.icrc.org/en/war-and-law
https://www.israaid.org/donate/
https://giveback.co.il/project/75048
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/middle-east/2023/12/06/israels-gaza-attack-one-of-historys-heaviest-conventional-bombing-campaigns/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/middle-east/2023/12/06/israels-gaza-attack-one-of-historys-heaviest-conventional-bombing-campaigns/
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  passed a resolution

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-68658415
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20231229-pre-01-00-en.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20231229-pre-01-00-en.pdf
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/icj-orders-additional-provisional-measures-in-south-africa-v.-israel#:~:text=Noting%20
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/icj-orders-additional-provisional-measures-in-south-africa-v.-israel#:~:text=Noting%20
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/icj-orders-additional-provisional-measures-in-south-africa-v.-israel#:~:text=Noting%20
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/03/1147976
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/05/1149846
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2024/5/17/icj-live-israel-to-respond-to-south-africa-appeal-for-rafah-attack-halt
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2024/5/17/icj-live-israel-to-respond-to-south-africa-appeal-for-rafah-attack-halt
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• Many more than 10,000 people missing or trapped under building rubble 
• More than 100 journalists killed 
• More than 360,000 buildings damaged or destroyed 
• 392 educational facilities have been damaged or destroyed 
• 267 churches and mosques have been damaged or destroyed 
• 15 out of 35 hospitals are partially functional 
• 83% of ground water wells damaged 
• 11 bakeries destroyed.!$ 

  The Israeli government continued to lay siege to Gaza in what appeared to be 
  defiance of the rulings of the ICJ which called on them to implement provisional 
  measures designed to prevent the crime of genocide. Food, medicine and 
  lifesaving equipment were being held at borders. Fewer than 100 trucks of aid 
  were being let through per day when many more than 500 trucks were required 
  pre-7 October. Troops shot to kill starving people,!% desperate to reach the 
  convoys that did manage to get through. Hunger, famine, and disease were set to 
  take more lives than the bombs, with 2.2 million people at ‘imminent risk of 
  famine’.!& The UK along with the US and other countries and regions withdrew 
  funding from UNWRA!' while continuing the sale of weapons to Israel.!( The 
  situation was described by Philippe Lazzarini, Commissioner-General of UNRWA, 
  on 4 March 2023 as the following: 

  ‘

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/longform/2023/10/9/israel-hamas-war-in-maps-and-charts-live-tracker
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/longform/2023/10/9/israel-hamas-war-in-maps-and-charts-live-tracker
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/03/un-experts-condemn-flour-massacre-urge-israel-end-campaign-starvation-gaza
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/03/un-experts-condemn-flour-massacre-urge-israel-end-campaign-starvation-gaza
https://www.npr.org/2024/02/21/1232605200/humanitarian-aid-gaza-israel
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/01/1145987
https://www.timesofisrael.com/report-us-quietly-approved-more-than-100-arms-sales-to-israel-since-october-7/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/report-us-quietly-approved-more-than-100-arms-sales-to-israel-since-october-7/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-68727828
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2024/04/world-central-kitchen-workers-killed-israel-gaza-idf-jose-andres.html
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2024/04/world-central-kitchen-workers-killed-israel-gaza-idf-jose-andres.html
https://cfmm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/CfMM-Report-Final-MEDIA-BIAS-GAZA-2023-24-ePDF.pdf
https://cfmm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/CfMM-Report-Final-MEDIA-BIAS-GAZA-2023-24-ePDF.pdf


https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/war-gaza-killing-aid-workers-israel-plan-destroy-gaza
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2023/11/closer-israel-gets-destroying-hamas-more-likely-war-hezbollah-becomes
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2023/11/closer-israel-gets-destroying-hamas-more-likely-war-hezbollah-becomes
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/108745/ocr23-01_a-jewish-christian-glossary_a4_v4.pdf
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/108745/ocr23-01_a-jewish-christian-glossary_a4_v4.pdf
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/a-statement-from-the-president-and-vice-president-on-the-situation-in-gaza/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/a-statement-from-the-president-and-vice-president-on-the-situation-in-gaza/
https://cryforhope.org/
https://www.sabeel-kairos.org.uk/category/taking-action/
https://mediacentre.christianaid.org.uk/christian-organisations-grave-concerns-over-uk-arms-for-israel/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/elbit-systems-israel-arms-uk-government-contract-ministry-of-defence-7-october/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/elbit-systems-israel-arms-uk-government-contract-ministry-of-defence-7-october/
https://www.elbitsystems-uk.com/media-events/recent-news/elbit-systems-uk-remain-at-the-forefront-of-british-armed-forces-training
https://www.elbitsystems-uk.com/media-events/recent-news/elbit-systems-uk-remain-at-the-forefront-of-british-armed-forces-training
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  Church in its call for an arms embargo#" in the region. We worry that UK weapons 
  may also end up in Hamas military hands. Our contention is that weapons do 
  nothing to solve the deep political and social divisions in the region. On the 
  contrary, they exacerbate these difficulties. Commitment for Life’s partner Global 
  Justice Now 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd1yuutt686hfi0.cloudfront.net%2Fmedia%2Fdocuments%2Fmethodist_conference_and_council_reports_and_resolutions_on_israel-palestine_2_QASp7EO.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKevin.Snyman%40urc.org.uk%7C5ddb15b55f234ef30d1108dc5f0aaf30%7C3fd368e1f1d74a1e8e4045a843b55e89%7C0%7C0%7C638489747328640012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xyFjigkRSV5coyfgN7AI8PHng90CFI3B52EWqb3XZfA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd1yuutt686hfi0.cloudfront.net%2Fmedia%2Fdocuments%2Fmethodist_conference_and_council_reports_and_resolutions_on_israel-palestine_2_QASp7EO.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKevin.Snyman%40urc.org.uk%7C5ddb15b55f234ef30d1108dc5f0aaf30%7C3fd368e1f1d74a1e8e4045a843b55e89%7C0%7C0%7C638489747328640012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xyFjigkRSV5coyfgN7AI8PHng90CFI3B52EWqb3XZfA%3D&reserved=0
https://act.globaljustice.org.uk/support-campaign-end-uk-arms-sales-israel-0
https://jcpa.org/article/israels-1967-borders-arent-defensible/
/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/book-of-reports-2021.pdf
/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/book-of-reports-2021.pdf
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20140124-visualizing-palestine-in-a-two-state-solution-a-state-of-palestine-or-a-palestinian-bantustan/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20140124-visualizing-palestine-in-a-two-state-solution-a-state-of-palestine-or-a-palestinian-bantustan/


  
 

Paper I3 

 
 The United Reformed Church – General Assembly, July 2024  

 

  Jewish communities. The URC must become allies in the task of confronting, 
  

https://cst.org.uk/news/blog?tags%5B21%5D=1
https://holocaustremembrance.com/resources/working-definition-antisemitism
https://www.vox.com/world/2023/1/20/23561464/israel-new-right-wing-government-extreme-protests-netanyahu-biden-ben-gvir
https://www.vox.com/world/2023/1/20/23561464/israel-new-right-wing-government-extreme-protests-netanyahu-biden-ben-gvir
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fctbi.org.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F02%2FConnected-Communities.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKevin.Snyman%40urc.org.uk%7Cd36c1f89194a4c4d610608dc62b129f4%7C3fd368e1f1d74a1e8e4045a843b55e89%7C0%7C0%7C638493761564672321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gWbJSM1%2Bvzd7B4WsjYxsZVVRI8CQZmJb%2F%2B0SVCQwdw4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fctbi.org.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F02%2FConnected-Communities.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKevin.Snyman%40urc.org.uk%7Cd36c1f89194a4c4d610608dc62b129f4%7C3fd368e1f1d74a1e8e4045a843b55e89%7C0%7C0%7C638493761564672321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gWbJSM1%2Bvzd7B4WsjYxsZVVRI8CQZmJb%2F%2B0SVCQwdw4%3D&reserved=0
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  experience daily.$" Arguably, no other society or culture knows what it is like to be 
  shaped 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34057252-the-case-for-zionism
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/news/middle-east-crisis-appeal/ceasefire-now-call-for-peace
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/longform/2023/10/9/israel-hamas-war-in-maps-and-charts-live-tracker
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/longform/2023/10/9/israel-hamas-war-in-maps-and-charts-live-tracker
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/childrens-lives-threatened-rising-malnutrition-gaza-strip
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https://jpit.uk/the-governments-re-writing-of-history
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3475
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/resources/amnesty-international-briefing-economic-activity-public-bodies-bill-commons-second-0
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/resources/amnesty-international-briefing-economic-activity-public-bodies-bill-commons-second-0
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2024-02-20/debates/1906FBFC-C909-4322-8F64-AFCD6C706E31/EconomicActivityOfPublicBodies(OverseasMatters)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2024-02-20/debates/1906FBFC-C909-4322-8F64-AFCD6C706E31/EconomicActivityOfPublicBodies(OverseasMatters)Bill
/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Second-Candle-liturgy.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/03/un-human-rights-chief-deplores-new-moves-expand-israeli-settlements-occupied
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/03/un-human-rights-chief-deplores-new-moves-expand-israeli-settlements-occupied
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  to the shelling for the preservation of innocent life and require that Israel abide by 
  

https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/05/1149966
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/commitment-for-life-gaza-appeal
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/02/24/interfaith-network-closes-links-muslim-council-britain/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/02/24/interfaith-network-closes-links-muslim-council-britain/
https://youtu.be/MsiKBtdVlas
https://ctbi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/IFN-and-the-Importance-of-i-FWork.pdf
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  representing the Muslim Council of Britain, Hassan Joudi, in what some have 
  described as a cynical attempt to leverage the culture wars in support of short 
  term and self-centred party-politics.&*  

5.10   The IEG is encouraging all URC congregations and LEPs, where possible, to 
  

https://youtu.be/MsiKBtdVlas
https://www.interfaith.org.uk/resources/dialogue-1
https://wilmetteinstitute.org/a-learners-how-to-list-for-engaging-in-interfaith-dialogue/
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/108745/ocr23-01_a-jewish-christian-glossary_a4_v4.pdf
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/108745/ocr23-01_a-jewish-christian-glossary_a4_v4.pdf
https://www.uri.org/uri-story/20230210-top-10-tips-designing-and-facilitating-interfaith-dialogue-your-community
https://www.uri.org/uri-story/20230210-top-10-tips-designing-and-facilitating-interfaith-dialogue-your-community
http://www.theinterfaithobserver.org/journal-articles/2011/9/14/guidelines-for-engaging-in-productive-interfaith-dialogue.html
http://www.theinterfaithobserver.org/journal-articles/2011/9/14/guidelines-for-engaging-in-productive-interfaith-dialogue.html
http://www.theinterfaithobserver.org/journal-articles/2011/9/14/guidelines-for-engaging-in-productive-interfaith-dialogue.html
http://www.theinterfaithobserver.org/journal-articles/2011/9/14/guidelines-for-engaging-in-productive-interfaith-dialogue.html
https://tellmamauk.org/
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  (EAPPI). The URC Sabeel-Kairos group&# has offered to share resources with 
  congregations who wish to learn more about the root causes of ongoing conflict. 
  URC members have marched, petitioned, prayed and protested, motivated by a 
  desire to see an equitable and lasting peace proceeding out from the permanent 
  

https://ccj.org.uk/videos/antisemitism-briefing
https://newleftreview.org/sidecar/posts/end-of-innocence
https://newleftreview.org/sidecar/posts/end-of-innocence
/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/assembly-record-2021.pdf
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https://investigate.afsc.org/occupations
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/11/1143087
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-67494802

