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sanctity of life. Such work must influence persons at all age levels, rescuing the 
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resources for the resettlement of landless persons, community resources for training 
in financial literacy and exposure for improved attitudes to investment and wealth 



"#$!United Reformed Church – General Assembly, July 2024!

gardens, art installations and other poignant spatial markers, and provide continual 
reminders of their contribution to their community’s existence.  
 

7. Addressing agriculture and climate change 
Poor attitudes and approaches to agriculture have largely held back these societies 
and their economies. The natural environment of the colony has borne the damaging 
effects of aggressive, extractive economic activity focused on meeting needs of 
foreign palates and building foreign economies. The Caribbean’s colonial history has 
significantly contributed to societies in which the indiscriminate exploitation of natural 
resources has created conditions that left economies more precarious and nations 
more vulnerable to climate shocks, and has diminished their capacity to utilise 
abundant renewable energy resources in a disciplined and productive way.  
 
Climate crisis 
Often, crops chosen to be cultivated were not indigenous to this region, and choice 
lands utilised for aggressive agricultural and other practices would leave hillsides 
denuded, indigenous fauna bereft of their natural habitat, air and waterways 
polluted, and coastlines decimated.  
 
They now find themselves in the clutches of the global climate crisis.  
 
Food insecurity 
In post-colonial societies, some economies reside in a state of persistent food 
insecurity. 
 
Land reform and sustained effort towards attitudinal change in favour of sustainable 
agricultural practices will lead to recovery from the damage and contribute to the 
staving-off of further climate-change damage. In this, the churches could be 
resourced to play a significant role through community action for sustainable 
agricultural development. 

 


