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IS IS A IVE SESSION
4OERMALL GROUPS OF Y
DULTS IN LOCAL CHU
FOR CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
THE S5NITED 2EFORMED #H

FOR WHATEVER REASON
UNDERSTANDING OF OUR T

4HE STATEMENT CONCERN
AND /RDER IS THE ONE WE
OF OUR BIG PUBLIC OCCA
VIVID SNAPSHOT OF WHAT
WITH WELL TUNED HISTOR
ABLE TO PICK UP ALL SOR
SOMETIMES TURBULENT P
ARE STILL DIVISIVE AMON
SAY THESE WORDS SOME
HELPFUL ALONG WITH AN
DEBATES 7HEN THE DEE
THESE PHRASES ARE APP
NOT EMPTY WORDS TO BE
@BORING BIT AT AN INDU
TINGLING TESTIMONY TO T
ARE OR HOPE TO BE

4HE SESSIONS ARE BASED
EEBONSIVE FORM OF THE 3
SNCE THIS IS THE VERSION
WH WHICH MOST PEOPLE
WL BE FAMILIAT™
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h7I TH THE WHOLE #HRISTIAN #HURCH

THE 5NITED 2EFORMED #HURCH BELIEVES IN
ONE 'OD

&ATHE®RN AND (OLY 3PIRIT

4HE LIVING 'OD THE ONLY 'OD
EVER TO BE PRAISED

4HE LIFE OF FAITH TO WHICH WE ARE CALLED
IS THE 3PIRIT S GIFT

CONTINUALLY RECEIVED

THROUGH THE 7O0RD THE 3ACRAMENTS

AND OUR #HRISTIAN LIFE TOGETHER

7E ACKNOWLEDGE THE GIFT
AND ANSWER THE CALL
GIVING THANKS FOR THE MEANS OF GRACE v



7THAT WOULD IT BE LIKE NOT TO HAVE YOUR OWN % * 7 4 (y

COPY OF THE "IBLE BUT TO DEPEND ON MEMORY
YOUR OWN AND OTHERS 7ORK TOGETHER AS

A GROUP AT REMEMBERING A "IBLE STORY 3EE $#5 I & 1
IF YOU CAN PUT TOGETHER THE PARABLE OF THE

ORODIGAL 30N FROM YOUR CORPORATE MEMORY

2EMEMBER THE SHAPE OF THE STORY AS MANY 6 * 1 + $
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h4HE HIGHEST AUTHORITY FOR WHBAT MANYKEHOMES AANDOCCHURCHEOGM LOOKING BACK OVER H
IS 'OD S 70RD IN THE "IBLE AMAZINGLY QUICKLY "IBEBEOPOEAHMVE NOT ALWAYS R
ALIVE FOR HIS PEOPLE TODAY BOOKS AND COMMENTARIBSDVENRHGHT WE SEE WITH ¢
THROUGH THE HELP OF THE (OLY BPIMIGHLY VALUED AMONGSTHHERGMMEDREZMRISTIANS IN 30

COMMUNITIES FROM WHICIHWE THHE/EIBLE TAUGHT THE

7E RESPOND TO THIS 70RD COME ALTHOUGH THEY RENATNEMARTHEID WAS 'OD S
WHOSE SERVANTS WE ARE CONTROVERSIAL IN SOMEAGGUMNMERTH&AT WE

WITH ALL 'OD S PEOPLE AND IN SOME TIME PERIODANBRAD WITHOUT
THROUGH THE YEARS v QUITE A WHILE HAVING TO WORK AND

PRAY AS WE DO SO

71TH THIS EMBABBNG ON RUT WE TRUST THAT IT
AND SEEKING TO UNDERSMTARBAMTHEG THE "IBLE

E "IBLE IS VERY IMPORTANT "BEBIREEFGRY THE STRONG PRINCIANEATRHRAYEHRE WLHSGHEISTAND

4IND OF #HRISTIAN CHURCH AUTH®WRRTOWRNOR OUR BELIEVING MANDELISSHEN GHIST@VOLDL HELP U

ARTICULAR CHURCH TRADITIONSDWERIEHEHARPIEED .OTICE THATSHDPE L3O BEEVMEWET AND DO 7E
OUT OF A TIME WHEN THERE WASDOERRNOTREANPWAISAY THAT @QTHEHABLETHER HEHRISTIANS HA
INTEREST IN THE "IBLE 4HROUGAHUATAHOMEBTOYABULED@HED S 7ORD INATSHRWELBLE/'E "EOUED LISTEN
2EFORMATION WHICH STRETCHED EXSAERI BAEDOING*PEHRIOSDOSPEL ASQFTOER/ ORMN EXPERIENCE AN
FROM THE END OF THE IFTEENTH CENF UIRBYTH®E BHWPREME AUTHORITMINEIBELARNDEPUZZLING SUC
END OF THE SEVENTEENTH SOMETHARIBEANSGBAGANNTERPRETINBORBEINIBHE "'SBNNE@TIS THE IR!
AGAIN TO STUDY THE "IBLE TEXTS IN THEIR ORIGINAL FOR US AND WE WOULD TURN
LANGUAGES 'REEK AND (EBREW AND TO MAKE NEW
DISCOVERIES ABOUT THEM 3O0OME ALSO ARGUED AT A
TIME WHEN LITERACY WAS EXPANDING THAT EVERYONE
SHOULD BE ABLE TO READ THE "IBLE IS HIS OR HER
OWN LANGUAGE AND SO TRANSLATIONS BEGAN TO BE
MADE 3OME FEARED THAT @QIGNORANT PEOPLE READING
THE "IBLE WOULD LEAD TO NO GOOD AND WANTED TO
PROTECT THE "IBLE FROM BEING MISINTERPRETED BUT
OUR PARTICULAR FOREBEARS WERE IRMLY ON THE SIDE
OF OPENING IT UP TO EVERYONE !T THE SAME TIME
THEY WANTED MINISTERS TO BE WECIE EDARIAYEDTRAIGHTFORWARD THAT 'OD SPEAKS TO
THE THINGS OF 'OD SO THAT THEVXCAY WEHRNITERERPTLAND THAT WE NEED THE HELP OF
UNDERSTAND THE "IBLE %VEN ATHEHEOBEF GIRIRING )OFIS THIS READING UNDER THE (OLY
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PRINTIRRPIREBSTPWENBEDIEVE OFFERS OUR SUREST HOPE OF
"IBLES IN LOCAL LANGUAGES BECWMMEKANG|I ODABLWHMRT IS 'OD S WILL FOR US 7E KNOW



TIMES &AITH IS NOT TO BE LIVE
BUT IS FOR LIFE TODAY 3O0OME
FOR THIS OR AT LEAST WARN U
7E COULD BECOME SO IDENTIIE
PRESENT CULTURE THAT WE DO
HOW #HRIST SPEAKS TO IT TO
RENEW IT )F WE SIT TOO LIGHT
OF THE #HURCH WE MIGHT MISS
GREAT WEALTH OF WISDOM AND
OERHAPS WE MAKE THE MISTAK
HAVE TO @START AGAIN IN EV
WE FORGET THAT WE ARE NOT
BEING #HRISTIAN
THAT COUNTLESS
GENERATIONS HA
GONE BEFORE US
CAN OFFER US TH
WITNESS OF THEI
FAITH (OWEVER
THERE ARE ALSO PLENTY OF V
CRY THAT THE #HURCH IS TOO
THE PAST AND THAT THE WORL
#HRISTIANS WHO HAVE THE CO
(OLY 3PIRIT RENEW THEM IN FA
OWN TIMES
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THROUGHOUT THE WORLD)ANDTRAWEOTUHAT CREEDS IN T
MANY CENTURIES AND BETRALESNE FORMED AS PART OF .
THEY WERE FRAMED AT CRNTBEATLEMBASE WOULD NOT V
WHEN THE #HRISTIAN FAIBANMEABWAYS (OWEVER THEY |
BEING SHAPED 90U CANGRDUMKE®M FOR OUR OWN ATT
BOTH IN 2EJOICE AND 3INAANDFOR TODAY
THERE ARE FASCINATING STORIES TO TELL
ABOUT THEM 7E OFTEN HHIENBTOH EMENT ALSO ACKNO
ATTENTION TO THE 6IRGIDFARMMTAISMADE BY OUR PART
A RATHER LATE DEVELOPIGEWH TNANMKES FOR THEM 7E |
#HURCH S LIFE SO IT S FWVERINARIWIGBIGAO DO IN THEI
NOTICE THAT SHE IS NAMREDHNESIGHEIBING THE FAITH AN
COMPARATIVELY BRIEF '"PANDLWE HONOUR THEM "UT
#REED IND IT S WORTH INBDINGWHE HONOUR THEM ONL)
THE LONG STORY BEHINDWEGEDBRERKETEY BUT RATHE
ROU ONE PHRASE IN THE .ICEWEHEAAREEBDY WERE TRYING TO

A ND
METIMES PEOPLE HAVE DESCRIBED YONKS TO 'OD FOR THESE AFAMDHEREEDS TNETPOSTOLIC
CREDAL CHURCH BELIEVING-AQQE WEERARKEEXACTLY THE WEDNRDBORET@WDAYD 90U CAN
VER SAY CREEDS IN OUR WORRSHPTANGSEHAS Ay BUT BECAUSE THESERERREBEMNRIADITIONS
WE WANT TO GIVE INDIVIDUALS FREERPOM TN PAEER VHFHE WHOLE WRURTEN BIE BANMIG 4HOMPSO
FAITH IN THEIR OWN WORDS (OWEVER IT S NOJoQUH\EER 10 SAY WOHMTE COME FROM 4HE ORI
AS SIMPLE AS THAT )T IS TRUE THATTHESAYING OF o1 cTIAN FAITHEFORMED #HURC H
CREEDS HAS NOT GENERALLY PLAYED A REGULARPABRTABNSUT &ROM
WORSHIP AT MOST OF OUR CHURCHES AND-IT 18 JRWEyN TIMES WHEE CONGREGATIONAL RESPC
THAT WE HAVE PLACED A HIGH VALUE ON'FREEDOM O ANS OFTEN BNBTEMENT AFIRMS THAT WE
CONSCIENCE BUT IT IS NOT TRUE THAT WE HAVE N3 ' 10 AGREE GB MBS FROM THE SAME SOUE

SENSE OF THE FAITH WE CAN HOLD TOGETHER OREHAJ I NT STATEMMBNMDTES OUR HISTORICAL
@YOU CAN BELIEVE WHAT YOU LIKE IN THE S52#1  r\p ACHIEVEMENFOREBEARS BUT WE ALSO

FRAMING THESE CRBEDIEVE THAT FAITH HAS TO
4HE 3TATEMENT OFFERS THANKSGIVING FOR THEPEIM A ESSEAUSE OEBE RENEWED EOR EVERY

TO THE FAITH GIVEN BY THE !POSTLESK ANNESEMND EVEN AMAZEGENERARIESE CRISEISS
#REEDS .OTE THAT @CATHOLIC FANH s BHEEPRRFTER ANDS RE S ONANDEMEAND NGGS MR T REALLY
THE FAITH OF THE WHOLE #HURCK) B AND-BNEEMPO'RARY CREEDS /AONTE8FIRAMNMT IONE AB®RUT
MEAN THE SAME AS 2O0MAN #ATH AY WE WRITE HYMNS OR OFFER PRAYERS

TWO CREEDS BOTH FROM THE EAl'%'-ij\ﬁ ERINE A% FAR WHAT WE SAY IS @IN

5N
#HURCH S LIFE ARE IMPORTANT Q) Yp 8&GAY $iF - 7E!RARTICULAR HONOURED PAST
GREAT AGE BECAUSE THEY ARE HONOURED BY CHURCHES

.R



7'56+105 (14 & 55+1(9 * 0
OF SOCIAL EXCLUSION 7E WERE EX b FROM /0 7 4 /
TEHUNIVERSITIES AND THE PROFES
ABLE TO WORSHIP IN THE WAYS OF  'CHOOSING IN SRt

wourp you USE Your lIREEDO .

THE PARISH CHURCHES 7E LEARNI /ER CENTURIES 6 * # 6
THE HARSH LESSONS OF COMING C \ = [OSING \ :
SIDE OF HISTORY 4HIS EXPERIENC ggoETgTTEE§ER§éNE?V %EU;HO
THE IMPORTANCE OF CERTAIN FRE IS AND THE
DESIRABILITY OF A SOCIETY THAT S MORE T = # ( ( + 4 / 5
ONE FORM OF FAITH EXPRESSION |
THE NAME @NONCONFORMIST IN )(‘SHE';"E':EOAF':‘YTTHHE”:‘NGH(T) T5;(¢?U )
7ALES WE TURNED THIS OFTEN TO TIVE = AS

(|
DECIDE TO DECLARE O DO TH {4 & 1/
B
A LABEL THAT SUGGESTS THE KIN COURAGE REQUIRED (

SOMETIMES TO RESIST OR TO QUE *
QUO 7E ALSO HAD CONSIDERABLE TICAL IMPACT AS H
THOSE WHO SPOKE FROM SOMEWH
@RULING CLASS !S MANY OF THE =DOMS FOR WHICH o
WE HAVE STOOD ARE NOW COMMO ZRhEFEoDuONI\f)Eg IgR&EOEFE)SOYMT S@'HDA
ANBINCE MANY IN THE #HURCH OF LAND e +
NOWUESTION THE RIGHTNESS OF =STABLISHED o1
CHRCH THESE
MANY OF ?).T&AREE(ESEARE NOT (OW DOES YOUR LOCALBEHURC o)
= (OWEVER IN A CONFLICT (ow po YoURTHINK
CULTURE WHICH SHOULD HOLD TOGETHIR DIFFE *
TSNCREASINGLY n AND HOW CAN WE KN WHE -
MUL CULTURAL AND MIGHT BE RIGHT TO SEARATE
MELL&,A'FEHR(IEEAYN $0 YOU THINK THAT THH #HUR( o
IMPORTANCE 7E HAVE EXPERIENG Z"'\'GTLANf SHO%‘-D BE PARAT +
THE BALANCE QUESTIONS OF FREE OF SPEECH WITH o))
THE NEED TO BE CAREFUL OF CAU OFFENC 7E - }
HAVE EXPERIENCE OF LIVING IN A S
ARE NOT THE DOMINANT VOICE 7E YHAT DO YOU THINK AR THE P Qo

OF THINKING ABOUT THE PROPER IONSHIP BETWEEN
CHURCH AND STATE !S WE THINK
THINGS AS BLASPHEMY LAWS FAI
@DEFENDER OF FAITH VERSUS @D IT!S The

WEHAVE SOMETHING TO OFFER INTO THE DISCUSSIOTCRe United
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7'56+105 (14 &+

55+1
O * 7 4 %
7THERE HAVE YOU EXH RIENC(C

DISUNITY BETWEEN #JRISTIA ? A # . _|_ O
WHERE HAVE YOU SE EXA - !

UNITY BECOMING REAM AND

30ME PEOPLE SAY THRT WE 9 ] 4 - + O)

TOO MUCHSTFVESON EmUMEN I

WHILE FORGETTING SSION £ 1 4 7 O +
DO YOU THINK IS THEgRELAT (\

BETWEEN THE TWO *
Nuy
)E WE ARE IN AN @ECH MENIC o)
DO YOU THINK 3PRIN(EWILL (
IF SO WHAT MIGHT ITRROOK +
o1
JF ALL THE CHURCHEN CAME
OVERNIGHT WHAT CRITRIB (@))]
WOULD THE 5NITED 2@FORMBE *
#HURCH BRING TO ITMND W -
THINGS WOULD WE GAN FRO
#HRISTIAN TRADITIO
o
)S THERE A DIFFERE E BE +
WQ&RTO BUILD UNITY TWEE o
#HRISTIANS AND WOR TO B -
PEXE BETWEEN FAITH Qo

FEATTE rvnmicw
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FURTHER SEPARATIONS AMONG THE
CHURCHES AND THERE HAVE BEEN
MORE SINCE AND THESE DIVISIONS
HAVE BEEN A GREAT SADNESS TO
MANY OVER THE CENTURIES 4HE
SNITED 2ZEFORMED #HURCH
BELIEVES THAT THE #HURCH IS ONE
AND THAT THE UNITY WHICH 'OD

GIV

CPOVO

IVERSE COMMUNITY AND THERE HAVE BEEN
EBATES ARGUMENTS AND DIVISIONS SINCE
THE BEGINNING 90U ONLY HAVE TO READ THE .EW
4ESTAMENT TO SEE THAT THERE NEVER WAS A GOLDEN
AGE WHEN PERFECT PEACE REIGNED AMONG AND
BETWEEN #HRISTIANS (OWEVER THERE HAVE BEEN
SOME MAJOR DIVISIONS IN THE #HURCH WHICH HAVE
CAUSED GREAT PAIN AND DAMAGE
NOT ONLY TO THE WITNESS
OF THE #HURCH BUT
TO IHBYVLIFE .EAR
THE END OF THE IRST
MILLENNIUM THE #HURCH
SEPARATED INTO %AST
AND 7EST NOT QUITE
BUT ALMOST EQUIVALENT TO THE CHURCHES WE
WOULD NOW DESCRIBE AS /RTHODOX AND 20MAN
#ATHOLIC 4HE 2EFORMATION PERIOD LED TO

@E #HURCH HAS ALWAYS BEEN A VERY
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